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dience,   truthfulness,   purity,   unselfishness,
service, meant for them.

The obedience of which he spoke was no
slavish subjection to a reign of fear. It stood
in his thoughts for the boy's willing con-
formity to the right standards of the school
which all must accept who were to accept
its life. On this point he could have no re-
fusal and no evasion. "His vital and fatal
lack," he wrote to the father of one boy who
was about to. be sent away, " is that of obe-
dience. He has so indulged himself that self-
pleasing is the law of his life, and deference
to a higher law seems repugnant to the boy.
> . . It is needless for me to specialize his
derelictions; they have all lain along the line
of disloyalty to our known rules and wishes,
and even in several instances where he had
received particular instructions and cautions,
we have had to recognize the same spirit of
pertinacious wilfulness and insubordination.
The reflex action of such a spirit upon
younger boys, and even upon older ones, if
it be unchecked and unchanged by such re-
strictions and discipline as are brought to
bear upon it, is of a grievous nature, and
your . v . experience will reinforce my po-
sition touching the vital necessity of submis- end. He
